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On January 25, 2017, President Donald Trump issued an executive order detailing aggressive
efforts to deport undocumented immigrants and calling for the immediate construction of a border
wall with Mexico President Trump’s order threatens to withhold federal funds from “sanctuary
jurisdictions,” state and municipal governments that fail to carry out this order and honor federal
immigration detainers.

Questions regarding the legality of President Trump’s order has prompted many local governments
to resist the implementation of the executive order2 As of February 10, 2017, about 226 local
municipalities, four states, and Washington D.C. can be considered “sanctuary jurisdictions.” 3 In
Florida, six counties have opposed the implementation of immigration detainers: Broward,
Hernando, Hillsborough, Palm Beach, Pasco, and Pinellas counties.
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Furthermore, the tax and economic benefits of immigrants would further increase if undocumented
immigrants in the U.S. were granted a pathway to citizenship!°However, the U.S. Congress has yet
to pass comprehensive immigration reform legislation and the Trump administration is moving
decidedly to increase deportations and limit legal forms of immigration.

Florida policymakers, and native residents, must acknowledge the economic and social
contributions of immigrants to the wellbeing of our communities. It is in these contributions that we
can see profound evidence that immigrants are actually Americans. Comprehensive immigration
reform focused on a pathway to citizenship for the millions of immigrants in the U.S. and opposition
to mass deportations are critical steps to honoring these contributions.
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